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Agenda

1. Introduction to the Small Business Research & Enterprise Centre        
and the City of London Corporation’s SME support.

2. Applying for funding.

1. Strategies

2. Business plans and financials

3. Samuel Wilson’s Loan Trust

4. Other funders

3. Resources that can help.  

4. SBREC membership and available templates.



City of London Corporation SME support

Business support and advice for SMEs - City of London
SME Strategy

Small Business Research & Enterprise Centre

Samuel Wilson's Loan Trust (SWLT) – business funding

Cyber Griffin – cyber resilience

Procurement

Business Healthy 

https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/supporting-businesses/business-support-and-advice
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/supporting-businesses/business-support-and-advice
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/supporting-businesses/business-support-and-advice
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/supporting-businesses/city-corporations-sme-strategy
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/supporting-businesses/small-business-research-enterprise-centre/samuel-wilsons-loan-trust
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/supporting-businesses/small-business-research-enterprise-centre/samuel-wilsons-loan-trust
https://cybergriffin.police.uk/


Small Business 
Research & Enterprise 
Centre (SBREC)

• A FREE public membership service to support 
anyone wanting to start a business and for those 
already trading. Supporting entrepreneurs and 
small businesses anywhere in the UK.

• Offer includes:

• Specialist data (info is worldwide and has in-
depth information on companies, investors, 
consumers, influencers, market research, 
statistics, international trade, commodities, 
practical ‘how-to’ support)

• Business support and 121 business advice

• Free workspace

• Webinars, seminars and workshops

• Low-cost room hire

https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/supporting-businesses/small-business-research-enterprise-centre/getting-business-advice
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/supporting-businesses/small-business-research-enterprise-centre/sbrec-membership
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/small-business-research-enterprise-centre-2936108893
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/small-business-research-enterprise-centre-2936108893
https://sbrec.events.mylibrary.digital/browse-rooms?&d=2025-09-15
https://sbrec.events.mylibrary.digital/browse-rooms?&d=2025-09-15
https://sbrec.events.mylibrary.digital/browse-rooms?&d=2025-09-15
https://sbrec.events.mylibrary.digital/browse-rooms?&d=2025-09-15


Applying for funding

Strategies for being investment ready

Business plans and financials

Funders – Samuel Wilson’s Loan Trust

Funders – others



Strategies for being investment ready

Strong messaging of your vision

Align your vision with investors’ interests and values

Message your business proposition as a relatable story, making it more memorable and 
engaging, thus increasing its appeal to potential investors. 

Attract investors who are genuinely committed and can offer valuable expertise and networks - 
prioritising quality over quantity in investor relationships creates strong, supportive partnerships 
that drive long-term success.

Demonstrate a clear value proposition and business model

Highlight market demand, growth potential and your unique offering. Research who 
would fit well with your product or service and organise strategic outreach and follow-up.



Develop a clear business plan with financial projections

Create a compelling narrative

Identify a pressing problem

Select a niche market and demonstrate your market understanding

Instils  confidence in investors by demonstrating thorough market research, a solid understanding of 
the business model and a well-thought-out strategy for growth and profitability.

Demonstrate how you can convert traction to growth and that you 
have a clear understanding of your KPIs and unit economics. 

Demonstrate how the solution effectively solves a significant issue showcases market demand and 
potential for growth – innovative solutions - likelihood of customer adoption

Establishing a strong foothold and loyal customer base in a niche market shows investors a clear 
path to profitability and potential for future expansion - demonstrates a thorough understanding of 
their target market, as well as a scalable company strategy.



Present strong market validation and customer interest

Assemble a strong experienced team

Build a positive online reputation

Demonstrate your commitment to sustainability and social impact

Showcase key growth factors and metrics, user engagement and customer testimonials - This 
proof of demand instils confidence in the scalability and potential profitability of your business.

Investors prioritise businesses with a strong, experienced team with key roles filled.

An effective way to gain traction with investors is by building an 
impressive brand reputation for the company and founder online.

One way to make your business more attractive to potential investors is by 
demonstrating a strong commitment to sustainability and social impact.



Business Plan:

Executive summary

Business description, purpose and objectives

About the business owners (your skill and experience)

Products/services and management processes

Operational requirements

Market and competition

SWOT analyses

Financial overview

Business risks and backup plan

Business plans and financials



Financial forecasting





Samuel Wilson’s Loan Trust
Samuel Wilson’s Loan Trust (SWLT) is a charitable organisation which offers business loans to young people (aged 18-39) for establishing 
and developing new businesses, and who are "in need by reason of ill-health, disability, financial hardship or other disadvantage."

• up to £50,000 for limited companies

• 2% interest rate (subject to change)

• repayment within five years

• be between the age of 18 and 39 inclusive

• have recently set up (no longer than 36 months) or be about to set up a business* 

• trade in Greater London, Buckinghamshire, Essex, Hertfordshire, Kent, Surrey, East Sussex or West Sussex

Samuel Wilson's Loan Trust - City of London SWLT.enquiries@cityoflondon.gov.uk 

*The Trust does not loan to any business whose primary trade is the manufacture or sale of alcohol

https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/supporting-businesses/small-business-research-enterprise-centre/samuel-wilsons-loan-trust
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/supporting-businesses/small-business-research-enterprise-centre/samuel-wilsons-loan-trust
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/supporting-businesses/small-business-research-enterprise-centre/samuel-wilsons-loan-trust
mailto:SWLT.enquiries@cityoflondon.gov.uk


Samuel Wilson’s Loan Trust

The success of each stage determines the next. 

It will take a further 6 to 8 weeks for the funds to be credited 
from when all loan documents have been signed and processed. 



Source: BeauhurstImpact



Free remote access resources
(also available onsite)

Practical how-to checklists and industry profiles

Country profiles with key data for import/export

Newspaper articles

Business journal articles



Source: Cobweb

Business Information Factsheets. 240+ factsheets for all businesses



Source: Cobweb



Source: Cobweb

Business Opportunity Profiles. 28 sectors, 450+ industries



Free onsite access resources 
(most available on remote access with a paid SBREC membership)

UK company data and local government tenders

Funders (equity investment, business 
loans, grants) and UK company data

In-depth industry research, including ESG ratings



Coming soon:

Free onsite access resources 
(most available on remote access with a paid SBREC membership)

Worldwide industry 
research, company listings, 
statistics and more

Worldwide statistics on 
industries, consumer 
behaviour and trends UK company data and 

industry research



Source: IBISWorld



Source: GlobalData



Source: DataGardener



Business support from SBREC

Wendy Foster 
SBREC Manager  
Business Adviser

Mohib Ali  
Business Adviser

Brendan Hastie 
Business Adviser

Pat Das Bhaumik
Business Adviser 
for SWLT

linkedin.com/in/wendyfosterbusinessadviser
linkedin.com/in/wendyfosterbusinessadviser
linkedin.com/in/wendyfosterbusinessadviser
linkedin.com/in/mohibali
linkedin.com/in/mohibali
linkedin.com/in/brendan-hastie
linkedin.com/in/brendan-hastie
linkedin.com/in/pat-das-bhaumik-4635bb84
linkedin.com/in/pat-das-bhaumik-4635bb84
linkedin.com/in/pat-das-bhaumik-4635bb84
linkedin.com/in/pat-das-bhaumik-4635bb84


Contact details for SBREC 

Small Business Research + Enterprise Centre - City of London

SBREC@cityoflondon.gov.uk
020 7332 1812

80 Basinghall Street
London EC2V 5AG

The Centre is open Mon-Thu 10am-5pm
Remote support Mon-Fri 9am-5pm
(excluding public holidays)

https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/supporting-businesses/small-business-research-enterprise-centre
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/supporting-businesses/small-business-research-enterprise-centre
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/supporting-businesses/small-business-research-enterprise-centre
mailto:SBREC@cityoflondon.gov.uk
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